
 

 

GAME SHOW QUESTIONS 
 
Which Constitutional Amendment gave women the right to vote in 1920? 
The 19th. 
 
True or false: Students in private schools have greater free speech protection than students in public 
schools. 
False. Public schools, as state institutions, are limited by the Constitution via the 14th Amendment, whereas 
private schools are merely private institutions. 
 
Which Constitutional Amendment gave persons 18 years of age and older the right to vote? The 9th, 
the 15th or the 26th? 
The 26th Amendment in 1971. 
 
True or false: the right to be free from discrimination based on sexual orientation is protected by the 
Constitution. 
False. 
 
Which one of the following types of speech is protected?  Defamation, obscenity, fighting words, or 
flag burning? 
Flag burning. 
 
What was the “separate but equal” doctrine? 
Laws that created separate facilities for whites and African Americans, which were ostensibly equal. This 
doctrine was used to avoid racial integration for many years during the Jim Crow era. 
 
Name the 1954 Supreme Court case that did away with the “separate but equal” doctrine and 
required the racial integration of public schools “with all deliberate speed”? 
Brown v. Board of Education 
 
What does Title IX of the Education Act of 1972 do? 
Prohibits sex discrimination in schools.  One major area that’s been affected is equality in women’s 
athletics. 
 
True or false: when your neighbor enters your house without your permission, your constitutional 
right to privacy has been violated. 
False. Your right to privacy applies only to state actions, like the police or the gov’t generally. Might be 
trespass or theft, but not a violation of your constitutional right to privacy. 
 
The right to free speech is protected by which Amendment to the Constitution? 
The First Amendment. 
 
Public high school students write an underground newspaper on their own time, with their own 
resources and distribute the paper at a class picnic.  The newspaper has the results of an opinion poll 
about each teacher.  Some of the articles are very critical of the teachers. Is this speech protected by 
the First Amendment? 
Yes, it is protected.  Newspapers produced away from school with students' resources and on student time 
are given protection of the First Amendment.  (However, if any of the articles contain false information that 
damage the teacher's reputation, the speech is unprotected defamation.)  Student newspapers that are 
sponsored by the school and written with school resources and support may generally be controlled by the 
school administration. 
 
True or false: government may restrict the time, place and manner of speech. 
True. Gov’t may restrict content, however, with only  a few very narrow exceptions: defamation, obscenity, 
false advertising. 
 



 

 

Why are laws that require someone to be 16 to get a driver’s license OK? Don’t they discriminate 
based on age? 
Yes, they do discriminate based on age, but it is considered a reasonable discrimination and thus, is not 
unconstitutional. Forbidding, say, left-handed people from driving would not be reasonable. 
 
Name a method that was used to integrate public schools after Brown v. Board of Education. 
Bussing, redrawing school district boundaries, transferring teachers, creating magnet schools. 
 
What is the purpose of affirmative action? 
A remedy to deal with the effects of discrimination.  Takes positive steps to remedy past discrimination in 
education and employment. 
 
Which constitutional amendment guarantees “equal protection of the laws” for all persons? 
The 14th Amendment. 
 
What is quid pro quo sexual harassment? 
The direct exchange of job opportunities for sexual favors—when someone is provided with, or threatened 
to lose, a job benefit in exchange for responding to unwelcome advances. 
 
The Age Discrimination in Employment Act protects older workers.  At what age does protection 
under this law begin, i.e. to whom does this Act apply? 
To workers 40 years of age or older. 
 
Are persons with AIDS protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act for discrimination based 
on their disease? 
Yes. 
 
True or false: Some local laws provide more protection for individual rights than the federal 
Constitution does.  
True. For instance, the Washington Constitution provides more protection for free speech and privacy than 
does the federal constitution.  Similarly, the City of Seattle prohibits discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, whereas neither the federal nor the state constitutions do. 
 
What is the Bill of Rights? 
The first 10 amendments to the Constitution, where many of the most important protections for individual 
rights are enshrined. 


